mer Olympian in JC over weekend

un wants anonymity for kids’ sake
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ly Union sports editor
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it was not his performance on the oval
Saturday that which brought him notorie-
ty. Those people who have been involved in
track knew exactly who it was.

Drew Ryun was not a big winner at
Junior Olympics. But it was not important
that he be a big winner on the day. At least,
not to his parents — Jim and Anne Ryun.

I think some people are surprised that
we have kids this old,” says Jim Ryun, the
36-yearfold former Olypian. ‘‘We pray (the

“.children) would enjoy their experiences.

We love our children, regardless of how
they’re performing.”’

Ryun, an all-world miler a few years
back, was at the meet Friday and Satur-
day, to watch his four children compete.
His two girls, Heather, 13, and Catharine,
7, were in the walk races Friday night,

. children feel,” he says

while his twin sons, Ned and Drew, 10, were
involved in the 200-, 800-meter open and
400-meter relay races Saturday.

While the Ryun children were able to
compete with some anonymity, Jim was
busy, shaking hands and signing auto-
graphs during the day. Much of his time

was spent videotaping his kids, who are.

members of the Lawrence Track Club.
“It’s hard to say how much pressure my
some they don’t realiz

ure %r

know there is some there. =

“It’s like today. There are quite a few

people who recognized me. I would like to

cqme here and get as little attention as

possible, for my children’s sake. I'm sure it

uts ’t’hat much more pressure on the
0yS.

Ryun and his family live in Lawrence
where he is a consultant for the Nike Sho
Co. of Oregon. He has been doing so
road racing. but most of the born-agai
Christian’s time is spent spreading t
word of God. i

He and Anne became born-again just b
fore the Munich Olympics in 1972. Be
Taylor, an aquatics instructor at the U
wversity of Kansas in Lawrence, and h
wife, Clara, got the Ryuns started on t

d back to Christianity. g

‘My goal is to spread the gospel with
many people as I can.” Ryun says. “R
ning is a unique opportunity for me to
this. I want to affect as many people as
can.”

See Ryun, page 10

and Lipton Téé fame, L



