Henson

By Greg Peters

The Hutchinson News

Some 1ith-hour soul searching

Wednesday night turned

McPherson High star Steve Henson

from the hottest guard prospect in

the state into the-first player to
verbally commit to Kansas State
for new head coach Lon Kruger.

The 6-foot-1 point guard had ten-
tatively planned to make his final
recruiting visit Thursday and Fri-
day and then announce a decision
Saturday. Henson telephoned Uni-
versity of Alabama officials late
Wednesday night and told them he
was foregoing his trip.

“Steve’s going to K-State,” his
father and coach Mike Henson said
Thursday afternoon. “He decided
he wasn’t going to visit Alabama.
After thinking about it for some
time, he decided it would be a
waste of time.

“After he told the people at Al-
abama he wasn’t coming, he sat
down and hashed it out between
New Mexico and Kansas State. We
called Lon late last night to tell him
the decision.”

“I didn’t really plan on making a
decision (Wednesday).” the younger
Henson said. “We started putting it
on paper and it was pretty even
between New Mexico and Kansas
State. I just felt good about K-
State. s

“I don’t think it was any one
thing,” he added. “] wanted a place
where I was comfortable — a place
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3 By Chris Ochsner
McPherson’s Steve Henson directs traffic in a game earlier
this season. The Bullpup guard committed to KSU Thursday. -
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Henson, who has been contacted 2
three years, will not be offieially

by more than 100 schools for bas-

committed to K-State until the
NCAA'’s spring signing period be-
gins Wednesday. The elder Henson
said he thought Kruger would be in
McPherson for the signing.

“We're really pleased that Steve
has indicated he's coming to K-
State said Kruger, who's comments
are restricted by NCAA rules be-
fore the signing date. “Our recruit-
ing is going well. We've had a good
response. We've been recruiting
some guards, not necessarily point
or off guards.”

Henson is the first of Kruger's
recruits but the second Sunflower
State high school player to commit
to the Wildeats this year. Howard
Bonser, a 6-11 center from Man-
hattan, signed with K-State in the
fall. :

“When Coach (Jack) Hartman
resigned and things were going
bad, K-State was completely out of
the picture,” Henson said. “But
when Kruger got the K-State job,
he did a good job of showing me
that things were not going to be
bad for that long. I have to give
credit to Coach Kruger and the
track coach for giving me the con-
fidence that things will be improv-

ppec g

ing.”

%n ‘three seasons at McPherson,
Henson started all 69 games for the
Bullpups as they rolled up a 57-12
record. He led the team to two

fourth-place finishes in the state
tournament. Henson is the all-time
scoring (1,159 points) and assist
(377) leader.

This season he led Mac to the co-
championship in the Ark Valley

League and shared conierence

MVP honors with Hutchinson's
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