Above, Patrick Griffin displays
the form that lets him go in excess
of 80 mph. It’s a 5-year-old
skateboard and a Honda Civic that
keeps Griffin, left, rolling in re-
cord form.
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Going out for an afternoon of rest and
relaxation with Patrick Griffinis not your
typical day of fun and frolic. In fact, a
jaunt with the private, first class, from
Fort Riley on a sunny day is more like
filming a segment of the popular ABC-TV
program, ‘‘That’s Incredible.”

The 20-year-old New Jersey native's
idea of having fun is lying prone on his
back, atop a 28-inch long skateboard,
while being towed more than 80 mph by
friends in his Honda Civic.

“Going 80 mph is a natural high,”” Grif-
fin said. ‘‘The only thing I can compare it
to is surfin’ down the face of a wave.

“It's a release. You don't think of any-
thing else. When you'reinthe service, like
we are, there aren’t many things you can
do to forget about everything.”

On most clear days, Griffin and fellow
members of C Company. 2nd Batallion,
16th Infantry Regiment, Ist Infantry Divi-
sion (Mech), Leon McClarren and Stephen
Ward, can be found on the stretch of
blacktop between Marshall Air Field and
Interstate 70, near the Junction City

aceway.

RTho trio of soldiers have been partici-
pating in the dangerous sport for about
three months. What makes Gritfin diffe-
rent from his friends is that heis a record
holder — at least, a record holder, of
w{\"?{ile reading through a recent edition
of **The Guiness Book of World Records.

he discovered that the speed record for
riding & skateboard was 71.79 mph. If. in-
deed, his record can be substantiated, he
would well surpass the old mark.

‘--1'(1 like to start doing it for charity,
Griffin said. «1'd like to work \\*}t;h some
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